A F F I R M O U R C O M M I T M E N T TO J U S T I C E F O R A L L

INCREASE FUNDING FOR LSC

BY SUPPORTING THE ADMINISTRATION’S FY17 REQUEST OF

$475 MILLION

The Legal Services Corporation (LSC)

is the single

Civil legal aid increases access to justice for the

largest funder of civil legal aid for the poor in

most vulnerable members of our society by providing

the country.

free legal advice, assistance, and representation with

LSC

promotes equal access to justice

by funding organizations in every state to deliver
high-quality legal assistance to low-income

Americans. The Northwest Justice Project
LSC Grantee in Washington.

is the

issues affecting basic human needs. Every day legal
aid brings immediate and long lasting benefits to the
lives of our neighbors and our communities. Everyone
deserves justice, not just those who can afford it.

The population eligible for LSC-funded legal aid is immense. Nearly one in three Americans
- 95.2 million - qualified for services at some point during 2014. In Washington, more people
than ever are eligible: 1.25 million people live at or below 125% of the federal poverty level.
• Civil legal issues are widespread. Over 70%
of low-income households in WA have at least one
critical civil legal problem per year.

• The majority face their problems alone.
Roughly 76% of those that have a problem do not get
the help they need.

• The average number of problems has tripled
from 3.3 per low-income household per year in 2003
to 9.3 in 2014.

• Legal aid makes a difference. Over 60% of
those that receive legal aid are able to completely or
partially resolve their problem.
Source: 2015 Washington State Civil Legal Needs Study Update

N O RT H W E S T J U S T I C E P R O J E C T
NJP is the core of Washington’s nationally recognized civil legal aid system, which provides
coordinated, effective, and technologically efficient legal services to eligible clients statewide.
With help from NJP, families in crisis are able to preserve their homes, escape domestic violence,
avoid fraudulent and predatory practices, and maintain financial security. Everyday NJP assists
people transforming their lives by securing justice.

IN WASHINGTON STATE
Tarra Simmons knows
first-hand the remarkable
benefit of RISE services.
While in prison, RISE
helped Tarra resolve
difficult family matters
related to her children.
Upon release, NJP
provided assistance to
overcome legal challenges
related to employment
and housing to get her life
back on track. With ongoing mentorship from NJP
staff and volunteers, Tarra enrolled in law school and
has become active in raising awareness on re-entry
issues and helping marginalized people succeed in
their goals. Ms. Simmons, a 2017 J.D. candidate from
the Seattle University School of Law, was recently
selected for the prestigious Goldmark Equal Justice
Internship at NJP as a member of the RISE team.

NJP’s C.L.E.A.R. hotline provides
statewide screening, assessment,
advice, assistance, and referrals
NJP’s WashingtonLawHelp.org
provides tools, forms and videos to
help with a variety of legal problems
NJP’s 17 regional offices &
specialized units provide services
in every county in Washington State
NJP supports and partners with
volunteer lawyer programs and
specialty legal aid organizations to
deliver services to those in need

2015 CASES IN WASHINGTON STATE
BY PROBLEM TYPE

IN 2015, NJP CLOSED 14,858 CASES
STATEWIDE, PROVIDING LEGAL AID TO
32,978 PEOPLE, WHICH INCLUDED 14,546
CHILDREN, 1,642 VETERANS, AND 2,605
SENIORS.
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